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OUR ANISSION:

Serving as a voice for
homeless children in
Allegheny County and

ensuring that they are
afforded equal access

to the same educational
opportunities and
eXperiences as
their peers.
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HCE F ‘ HISTORY

The Homeless Children's Education Fund...

...a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, was established in 1999 by Dr. Joseph F. Lagana.
Its purpose is to serve as an effective voice for children and youth who are homeless in
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County and to vigorously advocate for their being guaranteed
the same educational civil rights, the same educational opportunities that their housed
classmates can take for granted.

HCEF pursues this mission by raising public awareness of the challenges faced by parents
and their children when they've lost their homes—whether they've been displaced by fire,
domestic violence, substance abuse, illness, loss of a job, inability to make mortgage
payments, or foreclosures on owners of rental property. Often, homelessness has simply
been due to insufficient income to cover the basic necessities. \Whatever the cause, the
parents’ uncertainties about finding safe haven, coping with bureaucratic paperwork, and
ignorance about children’s lawful rights regarding school admissions and support services
can mean serious consequences for a child’s academic performance.

The innovative and ever-evolving ways with which HCEF is having a significant and positive
impact on the lives of thousands of Allegheny County children and youth are at the heart
of this report to you.

Your faithfulness has been such a gift to “our” families. Their children so need the quality
educational opportunities HCEF makes possible at a time when keeping up in school is
a real challenge. With your monetary gifts and grants, we together are providing children
and youth with the greatest gift of all: hope through learning.



In a 2009 study commissioned by the Homeless Children’s Education
Fund—"Educating Homeless Children in Allegheny County: An
Evaluation of Families, Agencies, and Services”"—Dr. Peter Miller and
Dr. James Schreiber of Duquesne University named as their primary
recommendation the development of what would come to be called the
Homeless Education Network (HEN).

HCEF, in partnership with the Allegheny County Department of Human
Services, established the HEN in early 2010. Its goal: To create and
implement an effective model of collaboration in Allegheny County for
services to children and youth who are experiencing homelessness.

The HEN connects and advocates with interested parties, facilitates
discussion among partners, serves as a catalyst for action, creates
effective models, brokers resources, and provides a forum for community
discussions to ensure unstably housed children and youth are enrolled,
attending, and succeeding in school as mandated by the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act.

The major collaborations in 2010 have focused on literacy development,
housing for unaccompanied youth, school orientation, a guide for providers
on “The Right to Education for Students Experiencing Homelessness,”
early intervention screenings for children ages 3-5 residing within the
Pittsburgh Public School District, training for staff from schools and
homeless service providers, parent engagement, and advocacy.

In addition to HCEF, the primary partners of the HEN are: Allegheny
County Department of Human Services, Allegheny Intermediate Unit,
Clairton City School District, Diocese of Pittsburgh, Duguesne University,
Education Law Center, Homeless Service Providers, Operation Safety
Net, Pennsylvania's Homeless Children’s Initiative - Region 4, Pittsburgh
Public Schools, Sisters Place, The Heinz Endowments, and The
Pittsburgh Foundation.

To date, major funding for the HEN has been provided by The Heinz
Endowments, The Pittsburgh Foundation, the United States Department
of Education, and the Pennsylvania Department of Education.



WE PROVIDE A AMAENU OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

SCHOOL'S OUT - NOW WHAT?

It's 2:55 p.m. A Thursday. The bell rings, the classroom lights dim, the
school buses depart. Students scatter in every direction—toward houses
and apartments, soccer fields and rehearsal rooms. Some, however, will
board special buses for an hour-long journey to a relative’'s house. Some
will get dropped off at a nearby church with open beds. Some will walk
“home" to the motel down the block.

Still others will ring the security door of an emergency shelter or
homeless housing provider—their version of a safe haven in a time of
crisis. In seventeen of these Pittsburgh and Allegheny County facilities,
the Homeless Children’s Education Fund has created Learning Centers
and Resource Rooms. It is to one of these that they head.

HAPPENING PLACES

Afternoons are busy times at HCEF Learning Centers. Weekdays when
the children are in school these rooms appear serene (the computers,
books, and chairs at rest and in their proper places). After school,

Learning Centers are buzzing with mental, social, creative and physical
activity—so much so that the staff of one Pittsburgh housing agency
nicknamed their Learning Center “the Happening Place.” Built by HCEF
over the last decade, the Learning Centers and Resource Rooms serve
as sites for more educational programs than ever before. It is here — for
as long as they stay—these children and youth can find “hope through
learning” for their own lives.

AN AFTERNOON IN THE LIFE

Jenny and her four younger school-aged siblings live with their mom and
dad, a veteran of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, in a transitional residence
for homeless families. Every weekday, the children come home from
school and are immediately picked up by the agency van that takes
them to the Learning Center down the hill. Upon arriving, the children
are greeted with welcoming smiles from their after-school tutor and an
HCEF-trained volunteer. A quick snack and it's down to the business
at hand. For Jenny it's a thick packet of math homework. Because
math is Jenny’'s most challenging subject, the tutor spends extra time
coaching her and reviewing her steps. Meanwhile Jenny's little brother
Tim breezes through his homework, so the volunteer leads him to the
library to pick out a new picture book they can read together. A chart on
the wall monitors and awards points for each student’s daily activities,
and at the end of the week the children will “cash in” their accumulated
points for a small prize of their choice.

“ANDRE"” WARHOL

Andre and his mom fled an abusive home and are now residing in a
domestic violence shelter in a different city from where Andre attends
school. Andre arrived at the shelter with nothing but the clothes he was
wearing. As part of his intake process, Andre's caseworker gave him a
new backpack filled with folders, notebooks, pencils, and other school
supplies donated by HCEF. He now attends the after-school program
at the shelter, taking advantage of HCEF's partnership with several of
Pittsburgh’s most acclaimed arts, science, and cultural institutions and
organizations. Over the past two months, Andre has participated in such
enrichment activities as hands-on science, radio broadcasting, and—his
very favorite—silk-screening. He is proud of the silk-screened T-shirt with
the image of his favorite Pittsburgh Penguins player that he made with
the help of artists from the Andy Warhol Museum!



MIND, BODY, AND SOUL

Cara is a childhood development specialist at a transitional program for
mothers in drug and alcohol recovery. As part of her job, Cara runs the
shelter’s Learning Center and ensures that the children have a variety of
educational experiences during their stay. Because of her background
in holistic treatment, Cara wanted to bring yoga to the center as a
therapeutic practice for mothers and children. But funding was scarce.
Cara explained her rationale in an HCEF Mini-Grants for Educational
Enrichment application and was awarded funds to purchase yoga mats
and to hire a yoga instructor for family workshops throughout the year.
Cara has also taken advantage of the periodic HCEF trainings with expert
psychologists. These free opportunities have helped her in her work with
children who've experienced trauma.

AWARDS
Dr. Joseph Lagana was awarded the 2010 ACHIEVA:
Sattler Humanitarian Award of Excellence

an American child's
chances of eXperiencing
homelessness in his or
her lifetime (National

Coalition for the
Homeless)

the number of school
buses (seating 44 students
per bus) needed to seat
the ©56,914 homeless
children attending
public school in the
United States (Institute
for Children, Poverty,
and Homelessness)

WE OFFER OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED
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"1 wani te express my
sincere thanks ie ihe
feundaiiens, business/
cemmuniiy leaders, and
mdividuals whe made
meneiary as well as
in=kind ceniribuiiens ie
ihe Hemeless Children's
Ldvcatien Fund in 2010
Your supperi has enalbled
vs ie previde edvcetiienal
assisiance ie ithe ever
2,000 children vnsielbly
hevsed in Allegheny Ceuniy
ati seme iime during 2010."

— BILL WOLFL,
Execuviive Direcier



As of December 31, 2010

Cash and Cash Equivalents $472,010
Prepaid Expenses $998
Contributions & Other Receivables $231,074
Investments $873,521
Property and Equipment $29,646
Less: Accumulated Depreciation $-(26,161)
Net Property and Equipment $3,485
Accounts Payable $8,527
Deferred Revenue $27,550
Accrued Liabilities $6,686
Operating $494,866
Property and Equipment $3,485
$595,108

Temporarily Restricted $444 866

Total Net Assets

$1,538,325

As of December 31, 2010

Contributions $148,001
Grants from Corporations & Foundations $415,923
Special Events—Tickets & Sponsorships $247,025
Interest Income $21,475
Unrealized Gains $25,304
Programs $428,907
Fundraising $82,386
Administrative $35,566
Change in Net Assets $310,869
Net Assets (December 31, 2009) $1,227,456




2010 Board of Trustees

Trustees
Emeritus/Emerita

2010 Board of Advisors

Tom Begandy

Patricia Andrews Beltz, Esg.
Joyce Bender

Dr. Ronald Bowes
Senator Jay Costa, Jr.
Ron Cowell

Congressman Mike Doyle
Barbara Duffield

Steve Fedell

Senator Wayne D. Fontana
Cynthia Helffrich

Nicola Henry-Taylor, Esq.
Natasha Higgins

Brett and Sarah Keisel
Ellen Kight

Dr. Frances Lagana

Tina Lynch

Dr. Alexis Macklin

Jeff Martin

Gail Odorcich

Senator Jane Claire Orie
Linda Patterson

Horace Payne, Jr.

Ebony Pugh

Dr. Edmund Ricci

Dr. Helen Sobehart

Dr. Abraham Twerski

Rich Venezia

Judge Don Walko

Ira Weiss

Representative Jake Wheatley

EITC Support

EQT

Towers Perrin
Towers Watson
UPMC Health Plan

Corporate and Group Support

Allegheny County Bureau of Hunger and Housing

Allegheny County Library Association
Alpern Rosenthal

Bank of New York Mellon

Barnes & Noble

Bender Consulting Services

Bhangra in the Burgh

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney

The Buncher Company

Calvary Episcopal Church Women
Carnegie Mellon University

Citizens Bank of Pennsylvania

Clearview Federal Credit Union

Comcast

Community College of Allegheny County

Concerts for Causes

Consol Energy, Inc.

Cygnus Manufacturing Company

Diocese of Pittsburgh

Direct Energy

Direct Energy Employee Campaign

Dollar Bank

Duquesne University

East Liberty Presbyterian Church

Eat'n Park

Ermst & Young

Fifth Avenue Place

First Niagara Financial Group

Fox Chapel Area High School DESI

Fragasso Financial Associates

GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare

Grove City College

Haddad-Wylie Industries

Hill Barth & King, CPA

Highmark Inc.

Huckestein Benefits Consulting Group, LLC

Hundred Acres Manor

IKON Office Solutions

Isaly’s Inc.

Jenkins-Empire Associates

John Caputo and Associates

KPMG

Krome Communications

L.B. Foster Company

L.D. Astorino & Associates

Margaret Ritchie Battle Scaife

Marsh USA

Massaro Company

McKamish, Inc.

medSage Technologies, LLC

Mitsubishi Electric

Neighbors in the Strip

Oxford Development Company

Paper Products Company, Inc.

Peak Performance Management

Pennsylvania State Education Association
Southwestern Region

Philips Respironics

Pitt Ohio Express, LLC

Pittsburgh Public Schools

Pittsburgh Social Venture Kids

Pittsburgh Social Venture Partners

Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra Community
Partners Concerts

Point Park University

Reed Smith LLP

Renda Broadcasting Corporation

Rivers Club

Samuel M. Goldston Teen Philanthropy Project
Schneider Downs

Scholastic, Inc.

Society for Contemporary Craft

Spaghetti Warehouse

St. Clair Memorial Hospital

SXC Health Solutions Corp

Taste of Broadway

Total Equipment Company

Triangle Tech Group

Tucker Arensberg, P.C.

United Healthcare Insurance Company
United States Steel Corporation
University of Pittsburgh

UPMC Health System

Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf
Westinghouse Electric Company

Wyatt Inc.

Foundation and Grant Support

Amelio Foundation

ANH Refractories Company Foundation

Audrey Hillman Fisher Foundation

Ayers Foundation

The BNY Mellon Charitable Foundation

Buncher Family Foundation

Dominion Foundation

Eckert Seamans Charitable Foundation

Everett D. & Geneva V. Sugarbaker Foundation

Fair Oaks Foundation Inc.

Funds for Charities

G. Whitney Snyder Charitable Fund

The Herbert G. Feldman Charitable Foundation

The Jas. H. Matthews & Co Educational and Charitable Trust

John J. Ghaznavi Foundation

Lilah Hilliard Fisher Foundation

Marcus L. Ruscitto Memorial Fund of
The Pittsburgh Foundation

Mary Rita King Family Trust

Pennsylvania Department of Community and
Economic Development

Pennsylvania Department of Education

PittsburghGives Foundation Donors

Roy A. Hunt Foundation

Snee-Reinhardt Charitable Foundation

U.S. Department of Education

Walter Daryn Watkins Memorial Fund of
The Pittsburgh Foundation

William Hodge Burchfield and

Thomas Howell Burchfield Fund of
The Pittsburgh Foundation

William Matthew Morrow Memorial Fund
The Pittsburgh Foundation
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www.homelessfund.org



